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W hat do you give the birthday girl 
who is an animal lover and 

volunteer dogwalker at the Inyo County 
Animal Shelter? Diane Escobar of 
Bishop knew just what she wanted. The 
invitation to her 50th birthday party read 
“No gifts please. If able, please give to 
ICARE.” The party took place at the 
Bishop Country Club right before 
Christmas with live music and lots of 
friends to help Diane celebrate. At the 
end of the evening, $600 had been raised 
for the ICARE Stitch Fund (see Jake’s 
story at far right).  
     Diane is a dedicated volunteer 
dogwalker at the Animal Shelter in Big 
Pine and is making a big difference for 
the many dogs waiting to be adopted. 
The walks provide the dogs with fresh 
air, exercise and just plain old fun. Not 
only does it make Shelter life more 
bearable for the dogs, it actually makes 
the dogs more adoptable by teaching 
them basic obedience and leash training. 
Volunteer dogwalkers are the unsung 
heroes of the Shelter and perform a 
lifesaving service. Many of the dogs 
come into the Shelter with little or no 
training. The dogwalkers are able to turn 
these dogs into well behaved canine 
citizens in no time at all.  
   That’s how Diane met a feisty Border 

Collie named Bogey—by 
taking him for walks at the 
Shelter. She decided to 
foster him to see if she 
could teach him basic 
obedience. It wasn’t long 
before she fell in love with 
this intelligent dog and 
decided to give him a 
permanent home with her 
and her husband, Jeff Neer. 
Diane says Bogey is her 
first dog as an adult and he 
has been a challenge and a 
joy. Because he’s a herding 
dog, Diane knows he needs 
the long walks they take 
every single day. Diane is 
proud to report that Bogey 

recently graduated from obedience class. 
    Diane met another soul in need of 
rescuing at the Inyo County Animal 
Shelter—a sterling silver tabby kitten 
with the sniffles. She took her home to 
foster her until she recovered. Along the 
way, Diane fell in love with the little 
sprite and named her Gracie. Bogey and 

Gracie have become the best of friends. 
They enjoy not-so-serious wrestling 
matches and snuggling up together for 
naps. It’s hard to say if Bogey thinks 
he’s a cat or Gracie thinks she’s a dog! 
But, it’s clear they are happy members 
of their new family.  c 
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Bogey the dog and Gracie the cat are pals 

T he ICARE Stitch Fund helps ill or 
injured Inyo County Shelter cats and 

dogs, like Jake (shown above), receive 
the veterinary care they need to find 
loving homes. Jake is a sweet Yellow 
Lab mix who was turned into the 
Animal Shelter after a car ran over his 
left back paw. He was taken to the 
Bishop Veterinary Hospital where he 
had to have two toes amputated. The 
Stitch Fund paid for his surgery. Jake 
has since been adopted and is 
completely healed and enjoying life with 
his family in Independence.  
    For the sixth year in a row, 
Spellbinder Books of Bishop, held an 
ICARE Benefit Shopping Day in 
December. Throngs of animal lovers 
came out to support the worthwhile 
animal welfare organization. Shoppers 
donated $5 directly to ICARE in return 
for 20% off their purchases. A total of 
$827 was raised with proceeds going to 
ICARE’s Stitch Fund. Thank you 
Spellbinder Books and the shoppers who 
supported Shelter animals in need.   D  

Jake says “The ICARE Stitch Fund helped me!” 

Diane Escobar with her adopted pets, Bogey and Gracie 

Birthday Girl Parties for the Animals Book Store Benefit for 
ICARE Stitch Fund 



 Thank you for your Donations: 
Lois Alexander, Greg & Dana Alexander, Cliff Almeida, Glenn Arndahl, Gary & 
Natalie Bailey, Toni Bayer, Jackie Beck, Elliott & Patsy Belinn, Bill & Inge Belt, 
Christy Benson, Vince & Jackie Billeci, Lesley Booker, Karen Bright , Mike & Karen 
Brorson, Teri & Gary Williams, Campy & Ski Camphausen, Roberta Carlson, Mikel 
Carradine, Lupe Conner, Don Constans, Christine Diegel, Gail Dull, A.C. Eden, 
Doris Elliott, Diane & Jeff Neer, Robert & Maryellen Fuhrer, Florence Galloway, 
Amy & Rick Gorges, Harry & Arlene Greenland, Jim & Rita Greenleaf, Bob & Gail 
Gribben, Sam Grinnan, Donna Hardy, Frank & Pat Hernandez, High Country 
Lumber, Bill Hines, George & Diane Hoffman, Steve Horman, Dennis & Pat 
Hubartt, M.C. Hubbard, Lisa & Julian Jimenez, Robin & Chris Johnston, Sandra 
Kerridge, Holly & Darian Kimball, Richard & Shirley Knecht, Tom & Cheryl Knight, 
Erika Kroenlein, Sam Lacatus, Irene Lamos, Herb & Aleta London, D.J. Loyd, 
John & Donna Mackay, Donna Mason, Sandy Mayo, Clare McCurry, Kathy 
McFedries, Roberta McIntosh, Shirley Montefusco, Don Morefield, Marvin & 
Rosalie Nelligan, Jim & Kris Nelson, Gary & Kim Nyberg, Pat Olsen, Anne Parkes, 
Sheila & Guy Thomas, Vic & Jane Paul, Jim & Laura Paulus, Cheryl Perez, Don & 
Pam Rake, Richard & Lisa Reel, Ralph & Dorothy Rickords, Charlotte Rodrigues,
Helene Rubinstein, Paula Sam, Ken & Carole Sample, Carol & Frank Santone,  
Robert Schaubmayer, Walt & Cassie Schober, Grant & Gretchen Schumacher, 
Jennifer Shaffner, Jim & Andrea Shallcross, Bob & Marcella Siefken, Mike Slates, 
Donna & Bruce Smith, Norma Spector, Paul & Gloria Stewart, Beau Stocking, Bill 
& Sharon Talbot, Fred Thompson, Darryl & Sonia Truelsen, Dale & Helen Trust, 
Ray & Debra VanDeWeerd, Robert & Vicki Waggoner, Sam & Theona Wasson, 
Larry & Heather Whitlock, Barbel Williams, Gary & Betty Williamson, Jackie 
Willoughby, Jenny Wilson, Ralph & Marnie Worthing, Marie & Fariborz 
Youssefirad, Kathy Stickells, Harry & Patti Zappe, Susan & Bob Ziegler 

Memorial donations:  
YChristine Abbott for Jack & Butch YJeff & Chris Anderson and Ed & Myrle 
Baker for Wes UlrichYStacey Bardfield for Jasper YNancy Bay for Delilah 
Schade YDonna & Paul Brewer and Mel & Norm Matoza for Jan Peterson Y 
Jim Brock for my dog Girl Y Bev Cheeseboro for Maggie Y Shelley Corner for 

my mother Luella Walton YDolores Cundiff for Iris Peterson Y Hudson & Ruth 
DeCray for Maggie YSherry Dodson for Dale Jones & Mac McDaniel YCeleste 
Flynn for Brian the cat YKeri French & Deb Shafer for Apollo YGail & Bob 
Gribben for Buff YIrvin & Maisie Hall for Ginger YRobin Hamlin for Kiva Y 
Sandy & Gale Holbrook for Jan Fisher YCindy Jared for Mica Bear YJean Jarvis 
for Don Tatum Y Paula Jones and Jeanne Lehmann for Luella WaltonY Kay 
Klemm for Babo YDusty Majors and Bill & Vivian Mitchel and Laurie Morrow for 
Doogie YCherry McLeod for PookieY Mary & Stephen Miller for Mica Bear YAl 
Morgan for Ruth YTom & Vickie Pauley for Buddy YCathy Powell for Sherril 
Evans YMark & Denyse Daniel for Nan YRay & Pat Ramirez for Bello YBill 
Rich for Jean & Scooby YTed & Lisa Schade for Delilah YJoanne & Jeanette 
Schneider for Mica Bear YMolly Scott for Sally Leeds YMary & Steve Scronce 
for Friz, Janeane, Victor, Vandi, Fred, Gen & Slim YKathy Sexton for Jerome 
YSarah Sheehan for Toby YBob & Marcella Siefken for Bergen YJohn & Marie 
Snyder for Beau Jetta, Drummer, Bluff, Joby, JJ & Jazz YIb & Katrin Sorensen 
for Montana YBetty Ulrich for Lonesome & Callie YRobert & Vicki Waggoner for 
Bentley YDollie Wells for Kisha & Duchess YJoy Wilson for Peachey YSandy 
& Bob Winzenread for Abby YMarie Fariborz for my mother Marie Chase  
YPhil & Karen West for Noeska Y 
Honorarium donations:  
YAlison & Robert Bardo for the Reels Y Terry & Lynn Bowyer 
for Dr. Sexton YShirley Brownell for Lola Y Diane Escobar’s 
friends  for her birthdayYMike & Sheri Bryant for Annette Whipple 
Y Richard Bustos for Charlotte Rodrigues YBev Cheeseboro for 
Callie, Tigger & Trixie YDiana Cunningham for Ken Lanik & 
Kristin and Virginia & Sam Smith YDon & Barb Fredell for Dr. Sexton YGeorge 
& Diane Hoffman for the Spences YKaren & Steven Ingram for Ted & Lisa 
Schade YDebbie Lake for the little white dog YTerry Lee for Kasey YJoanie 
Lubeck for Karen Moore & Stan Clift YTom Mallonee for my family YDonna 
McAuley-Boone for Donna Hardy YPam Pasotti for Angie Tapley YKen & Janet 
Reeling for Lil Bud Ellsworth YBJ Sagehorn for Dr. Sexton  YVirginia Smith for 
Carly & Harrison YMara Schonnenschein for Dory Feit  YJeanne Walter for Kay 
& Horst Klemm and Sylvia Colton YPepper Williamson ~ Merry Christmas Y 
Ann Zack for Kathryn & Tom Zack’s birthdays Y 

T ake a look at how your 
donations to ICARE helped 
pets in need in 2005 (see 

chart below). ICARE is proud to 
say that our programs are 
supported by you—our members 
and donors. Your faithful support 
of our mission for animals makes 

it possible to operate a successful Low 
Cost Spay/Neuter Program, promote 
the adoption of Inyo County Shelter 
animals, and educate the public about 
responsible pet ownership.  
    Total program expenditures for 
2005 were $44,810 with the Spay/
Neuter Program accounting for 67% 
of the total. Over 800 cats and dogs 
were sterilized last year at a cost of 
$30,222. Since 1998, the Spay/Neuter 
Program has helped sterilize over 
4,600 cats and dogs! This has 
prevented the birth of hundreds of unwanted litters 
and reduced Shelter impounds and euthanasias 
(see report and bar graph on page 3).   
    Our Education Program accounted for 10% 
($4,540) of 2005 expenditures and provided 
sponsorship of classroom subscriptions to KIND 
News for local fifth/sixth grade classrooms, and 
subsidized the cost of obedience classes for dogs 

and puppies adopted from Inyo and Mono County 
Animal Shelters. 
    Promotion of shelter animals  for adoption 
accounted for 4% ($1,819) of our program 
expenditures in 2005. Thanks to the Inyo Register, 
Sierra Reader, Mammoth Times, KSRW Radio, 
TV Channel 33 and Cebridge Channel 12 for 
featuring “Shelter Pets of the Week” at no charge! 

KIBS ads are sponsored by 
Taco Bell and ICARE. 
    Overhead costs of monthly 
telephone bills and office 
supplies accounted for just 
8% ($3,495) of program 
expenditures. Because ICARE 
has no paid employees, 92% 
of your donations go to 
programs that directly benefit 
the animals. How many 
charities can make that claim?  
    The Stitch Fund paid for 

veterinary care for eleven sick/injured Shelter 
animals at a cost of $4,735 or 11% of expenditures 
(see Jake’s cover story). Two dogs, Budda and 
Dash, had hip surgery; another, Mookie, had eye 
surgery; while yet another, Scooby, had tumors 
removed. The Stitch Fund also purchased feline 
leukemia test kits for Shelter cats and kitties. 
    Thank you all for making it possible!  j 

Message from the President, Ted Schade: 
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ICARE Donors Help Pets in Need 
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Spay/Neuter 
67% 
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Promotions 

Shirley & Lola 



C ats and 
dogs of 
t h e 

Eastern Sierra had 
another great year 
in 2005. Adoptions 
at the Inyo County 
Animal Shelter 
were up, impounds 
held steady and, 

most importantly, euthanasias remained 
low. The graph (stats provided by Inyo 
County Animal Services) shows, 970 cats 
and dogs were put to sleep at the Inyo 
County Animal Shelter in 1996—the year 
before ICARE was founded. But, by the 
end of 2005 that number dropped to 118. 
We believe one is too many, but an 88% 
decrease in the number of animals put 
to sleep is a considerable improvement. 
The number of animals impounded at 
the Shelter decreased 43%  (from 1,164 
in 1996 to 659 in 2005) and—hold on to 
your hats—adoptions were up 285%  
(from 82 in 1996 to 316 in 2005).  

    ICARE’s low cost Spay/Neuter 
Program has funded spay/neuter surgeries 
for over 4,600 cats and dogs in need 
since 1998. That’s hundreds of unwanted 
litters that weren’t born to produce litters 
of their own. ICARE advocates the 
preventative approach (spaying/neutering) 
to the pet overpopulation challenge. 

    The Spay/Neuter Program wouldn’t be 
possible without the Sierra Veterinary 
Clinic and the Bishop Veterinary 
Hospital . They graciously discount the 
cost of the surgeries, which helps our 
donor dollars go that much further. And, 

let’s not forget our members and donors 
who fund the Spay/Neuter Program so pet 
owners in need can afford to get their cats 
and dogs spayed or neutered. 
    Other valued partners in our success 
include Inyo County Animal Services 
staff who care for the Shelter animals and 
have extended public hours at the Shelter 
to six days a week. We also appreciate all 
the folks who adopt their pets from the 
Animal Shelter and save precious lives. 
    ICARE is a non-profit organization 
with no paid 
employees and 
r e c e i v e s  n o  
g o v e r n m e n t  
funding. Each of 
our animal welfare 
p r o g r a m s  i s  
supported by our 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e  
donors  (page 2). You have all been so 
wonderful and supportive. Let’s keep up 
the great work for the Eastern Sierra’s cats 
and dogs in need.  D 

L et’s just say Sherry 
and Jim Dodson 

have a soft spot when it 
comes to Border 
Collies. They had been 
keeping tabs on a big, 
sweet Border Collie 
mix, known as Brody, 
who was found in Silver 
Canyon and turned over 
to the Inyo County 
Animal Shelter in June 
of 2004. Week after 
week, no one came to 
claim him. He was put 
up for adoption, but 
Shelter visitors seemed 
unwilling to take on the 
young, intensely energetic dog. Weeks 
turned into four and a half months and, in 
October 2004, Shelter staff called Sherry 
to take her up on her offer to foster Brody 
in order to make room for other Shelter 
dogs. Sherry brought Brody home as a 
“foster dog,” but it was such a great fit, 
she and Jim decided to give him a forever 
home and re-named him Morgan. 
    Fast forward a year later to October 
2005. Morgan had just graduated from 
Angie Tapley’s obedience class when 
Sherry heard about Anne Parkes’ therapy 
dog classes. Sherry thought Morgan’s 

lovable personality 
made him a good 
candidate. Within a 
few weeks, Morgan 
had passed his test 
a n d  b e c o m e  a  
registered therapy dog 
with the Mammoth/
Bishop chapter of 
Paws 4 Healing, Inc. 
(www.paws4healing.
info). Volunteers and 
their dogs visit 
hospitals, nursing 
homes, assisted-living 
facilities and schools. 
Morgan and Sherry 
began their therapy 

visits in February. 
    I recently caught up with Morgan doing 
his therapy thing at a care facility in  
Bishop. I would never have guessed it was 
the same “bouncin’ off the walls” dog that 
left the Shelter over a year ago. It’s as if 
Morgan knows when he’s wearing his 
Paws 4 Healing vest, it’s time to click 
into gentle and docile work mode. 
    Sherry says Morgan is the happiest, 
most grateful dog she has ever met. She 
and Jim are proud of their adopted dog 
who brings happiness to them and others, 
as well. ~  Lisa Schade  D  

O ne of the most loving and 
responsible things you can do for 

your pet (besides spay or neuter it) is to 
make sure he or she is always wearing a 
current, easy-to-read identification tag. If 
your pet becomes lost, proper I.D. is its 
return ticket home. We suggest including 
your pet’s name, your home phone 
number, as well as your cell phone 
numbers, which are invaluable should you 
lose your pet while traveling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    You wouldn’t believe the number of 
dogs and cats picked up stray wearing 
collars, but with no identification. They 
end up at the Animal Shelter waiting for 
their owners to reclaim them. A simple tag, 
with up-to-date contact info, could reunite   
pet and owner much faster.  
    You can order pet tags at your local 
veterinary office or Boomerang Tags can 
be engraved on both sides —see on-line at: 
www.BoomerangTags.com  i i  
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Caring Community Reflected in Annual Shelter Statistics 
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Pet Identification – 
Return Ticket Home 

Sherry Dodson and Morgan making friends  

Special Dog Finds His True Calling 
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Want to recycle and educate? 
Share this newsletter with a friend! 
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 Complete form & return w/check (before March 31st) 
  to:  ICARE v P.O. BOX 76 v BISHOP, CA 93515   

*Dinner tickets are sold separately (see ad on right) 

 NAME:___________________________________________ 
 ADDRESS:________________________________________ 
 PHONE: _________________________ 
 PLEASE SEND ME: ____  RAFFLE TICKETS @ $10 EACH OR 3/$25     
 TOTAL  ENCLOSED: $__________  CHECK PAYABLE TO ICARE 

WIN A WILDEST DREAM VACATION (YOU PICK THE DESTINATION!) 
VALUED UP TO $2,000! OR TAKE THE MONEY & RUN—$1,000! 

Drawing to be held April 8, 2006 at the Tri-County  
Fairgrounds. Winner need not be present to win.  

Wildest Dream Vacation Raffle 

*Raffle Tickets:  $10 each or 3/$25 

ICARE 

Sponsored by  

Please join us for a grilled steak dinner (or meatless dinner) catered 
by Whiskey Creek and sponsored by Union Bank. There will be door 
prizes, an auction, and a Raffle for a $2,000 Wildest Dream Vacation 
(see coupon at left).  
 

Proceeds benefit: ICARE’s Low Cost Spay/Neuter  
Program, Education Program and Shelter adoption promotion   

Dinner Tickets:  Adults - $12  D  Children under 12 - $6 

Tickets on sale at the following locations:  

Spellbinder Books or Bee Gee Beauty Supply in Bishop  or  
Lone Pine Chamber or Rose in Mammoth at 934-8217 

ICARE’s 10th Annual Dinner 
Saturday U April 8 U 6:00 pm 

Tri-County Fairgrounds in Bishop 

 You Are Invited  
Sponsored by:  

U N I O N 

   B A N K  O F  

C A L I F O R N I A 

Catered by:  

“As a former Shelter cat, I wish 
everyone would adopt their pets 

from the Animal Shelter.  
It’s the humane thing to do!”  


